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“Let us seek the Compassionate Love of God”

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese!

In the Gospel of Matthew there are these words:

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Matt. 7:7).
St. Mathew conveyed these words to the faithful in
order to strengthen their faith. He was telling them
that as children of God it is possible for them to make
requests directly to God. The aim for Naha Diocese this
year, “Let us seek the compassionate love of God,
protect human rights in Okinawa and search for a
true path to peace!” is based on this scriptural
passage. In this article I would like to reflect with
you on the first part of the aim, “Let us seek the
compassionate love of God” . In subsequent articles I
will reflect with you on the other parts of the aim for
this year.

St. John writes in his letters and his gospel often
about the compassionate love of God.

“See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we would be called children of God.” He goes on to
say, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has
not appeared yet what we will be. We know that when
He appears, we will be like Him.” (1 Jn 3:1-2). It is the
great hope of all Christians to become like Christ.
Jesus placed prime importance on his relationship
with the Father. Through prayer he tried to discern
the Will of the Father, and asked for enlightenment
concerning His Will. Jesus said, “For I have come
down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the Will
of Him who sent me.” (Jn. 6:38). As a disciple of Jesus,
as someone who wants to be like Jesus, we also have
the mission to do “His Will”. For this reason, we pray
as part of the Lord’ s Prayer every day, “vour kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.” (Lk
6:10b)

In order to do “His Will,” we as Christians, should
carry out all the activities of our lives having within
ourselves the heart of Jesus. In the Gospels, Christ’ s
values, thinking and way of living are very clearly
depicted. We should make all these our own, they
should become part of our heart and soul, so that all
our lives are in accord with the heart of Jesus. In this
way, we will enjoy happiness, have peace of heart and
earn our place in heaven. If we are certain that we are
loved by God, then we can become able to respond to

this love, in word, thought and deed; in other words,
we can respond in love to God with our whole lives
lived in accord with the heart of Jesus. God s love
wraps up everything within itself; even our weaknesses
are enveloped by his love. This gives us the freedom to
change. This change does not stop on the level of the
individual, but grows to include all our human
relationships, even society can be gradually changed
by his love. This love encompasses everyone!

All of us living in Okinawa are confronted with a
host of issues. There are various ways that people can
chose to respond to these issues. If we want to deal
with these issues based on the Word of God, we must
seek out enlightenment from the Gospels. This is true
for our personal lives, our interactions in the parishes,
our dealings with the diocese and in discussing society
issues as well. As a person created in the image of
God, we want to deal with all our issues in accord with
the Word of God. As is written in the scriptures, if we
seek the compassionate love of God, then “there is
nothing that will be impossible for God” to do. (Lk
1:37).

On February 10, we will have the “First Meeting
of the Naha Diocese Lay Council”. I want to hear
firsthand from you about the circumstances, issues
and hopes etc. of the different parishes. By listening
carefully, I hope to use all that I hear from you to help
run the diocese.

On February 11, we will celebrate “Diocesan Day.”
It is the selfless dedication of so many people that has
made Naha Diocese what it is today. I would like on
that day to offer a Mass of Thanksgiving for my
predecessors, Bishop Ley, Bishop Ishigami and Bishop
Oshikawa, as well as for the missionary priests, the
local diocesan priests, the deacons, the religious and
for all the laity of the diocese. On that day we would
also like to ask God' s blessing upon the members of
religious communities, priests, deacons and married
couples who are celebrating their golden 50th
anniversaries. While thanking God for all the
blessings that we have received over the years, let us
seek the compassionate love of God upon Naha Diocese,
as we continue our journey together during the New
Year.
By: Bp. Wayne F Berndt O.F.M.Cap.
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