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2019 SUMMER CAMP WORDS OF GRATITUDE!!
By : Fr. Joachim Hoai - Maehara Catholic Church

I believe that as a united family under the care of Bishop Wayne, our diocese aims to carry out
for the betterment of our Christian life. One of them is to help the children grow up with spiritual
experiences and obtain mutual brotherhood among them as much as possible. That is why since
1968, Naha Diocese has constantly organized Summer Camp for the children.

This year, with the protection of God and the help of all members of our diocese, we success-
fully made the 52nd Camp. In order to help the children to be accustomed in praying and living
with God, the theme: “To meet us, Jesus came into this World - Let us pray [Our Father]!” was chosen.

There were 78 children participated in this Summer Camp - 46 elementary students, 32 junior
and senior high school students. During the event a total of 35 helpers (the youth, seminarians
from Fukuoka, sisters and priests), all together helped the children to have a joyful and memo-
rable camp.

As the director of the camp, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all: first of all, to the
Lord, Who loves and protected us, especially the children all throughout the camp. My gratitude
goes to Bishop Wayne for his great love and care. Bishop was very busy but he came to visit us
every day during the camp. Bishop presence relatively showed to the children the image of “To
meet us, Jesus came to this World”.

I would like to thank Bishop Oshikawa, all priests and sisters in our Diocese for their prayers
and constant help from preparation to the camp itself. I would like to thank the Dominican sisters
for lending us the tents of Okinawa Catholic School. All tents are new and the same size, therefore
it was easy for us to settle and clean up. I hope that from now on, every year we can borrow the
tents of Okinawa Catholic School for the Summer Camp. I also thank all the Sisters of different
Congregations in Naha Diocese, especially Sr. Miyvagi, who has encouraged and constantly helped
us in this activity. I also would like to extend my gratitude to all the staff of the Chancery office
and the Catholic Women’s Association. All together, they worked hard to make the camp more
fruitful - from health care insurance to a delicious meal for us every day.

Finally, I would like to congratulate and thank all the helpers and staff members! They are so
wonderful in many ways to make the camp go through, even though we encountered heavy rain
and strong wind. Working together with them
in this event, I realized and treasured their
values of group work, respect and solidarity in
making decisions. As the leader of the camp, I
learned many things and have many experiences [
in this Summer Camp. I hope that we can keep
these values and spirit to strengthen our Catholic §
youth in our diocese from now on; we are also
looking forward to the next Summer Camp of
year 2020!

Once again, am thanking all of you for your
endless prayers and sacrifices to support and
made this event meaningful and fruitful for all &
the children in our diocese. May God bless us alll |
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