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Solemnity of Christ the King (John 18:33b-37)

By: Fr. Rodney Mondido, MSP

Originally, this feast was celebrated every last Sunday of October. But was moved, after the Second
Vatican Council, to its present schedule, to emphasize that Christ will reveal to humankind the fullness

of His glory as King only at the end time.

This feast of our Lord is a feast different from the other feasts we celebrate in His honor. It is different in
the sense that, while the other feasts remind us of all that Christ has done for us, this feast reminds us

what we are to do for Him in return.

Unlike the kings of the earthly kingdoms, who rightly expect their loyal subjects to die for them and
their nation if need be, Christ our King died for us in order to make us free citizens of His Kingdom.

While, perhaps, He does expect us to be ready to die for Him and for His Kingdom, in truth, however,
Christ does not demand this supreme sacrifice. What He does expect and demand is not that we die for
Him, but that we should LIVE for Him. And the only and the best way possible we can do it, is by
faithfully living our own Christian life, day by day.

When put in practice our Christian faith, we express and we confirm the Truth that Christ is truly
our King. The King who rules and shapes the direction of our life.

When we say Christ is the King of our person and life, it means that in us, and in our everyday living,
FORGIVENESS, PEACE, CHARITY, HUMILITY, SACRIFICE, and other gospel and kingdom values
play prominently in our daily activities. It means that our life is a life of OBEDIENCE to the teachings
of the Lord. And it means, most especially, LOVE is incarnated in us, in our actions, and in everything

in our lives.

This passage we use presents a “non-king” image of Jesus because He was in trial. But this is so in
order to present to us that Jesus as King and His Kingdom are different from what Pilate had and the
other kings and kingdoms of the world. Jesus, Himself, uttered that His Kingdom is not in this world.
While other kingdoms are limited, Jesus’ Kingdom 1s Universal. While others come and go, His Kingdom
is Eternal. And in this Kingdom, Jesus wants us to be part. In His Kingdom He wants us to go. As God’s
Children, He wants us to be heirs of this Kingdom which He prepared for those who are worthy.

In honoring Christ today as our King, let us especially thank Him for all the humiliations and
sufferings He endured on our behalf. If our Christian way of living makes some demands on us, let us
not forget how trivial they are when compared with what Christ’s earthly life cost Him. He made these
severe sacrifices for us but we are being asked to make our small offerings and sacrifices, not for Him, but
actually for ourselves. Let us then promise to be grateful and loyal subjects of Him for the rest of our
days. Remember, He has made us members of His Kingdom on earth, the Church, and is preparing a
place for us in His everlasting Kingdom. Let no one among us be so foolish as to ignore an eternal
happiness because of some earthly attachment to the passing things of this world.

Happy Solemnity of Christ the King! Amen.
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