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A rainbow of Thanksgiying

By: Sr. Josephine “Joy” Agudera, OND

A rainbow greeted me when I first set foot in Miya-
kojima six years ago. I had the most beautiful feeling of
being welcomed by our loving God to this new place
of ministry. I was full of hope and enthusiasm to share
my faith as a missionary to the people I am sent for.

Slowly reality seeps in that without knowing the
Japanese language, how can I, share my faith to the
people I am sent for. Instead of me sharing my faith, I
struggled to learn basic alphabet so I can join in the
mass responses and the hymns. It is a humbling
experience indeed. Nevertheless, I would like to look
back with gratitude for these past 6 years of missionary
presence and will use the symbol of a rainbow. The
rainbow has 7 colors and they have biblical meanings
and now I would like to see it as a rainbow of thanksgiving.

The first color is red — this symbolize Passion, Blood
of Christ/Atonement. Red for me symbolize our
community, I thank the Oblates of Notre Dame who
has nurtured that basic Call- which is passion for
Mission. The second color is orange which symbolize
creativity and playfulness. I thank particularly our
Miyakojima Filipina migrants who have ensured that
the child within me is kept active and alive by our fun
filled celebrations and gatherings. The third color is
yellow which symbolize sunshine or energy. I thank
the children of our Filipina migrants who have shown
interest and is actively participating in church related
activities. The fourth color of the rainbow is green
which symbolize Life and growth. I thank our dear
God for beauty of Mother Earth which surrounds
Miyako Island. I love the serenity and grandeur of
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God’s creation which often leads me to prayer. The
next color is blue which symbolize Spirituality and
Divinity. I thank my spiritual guides, first and foremost
is our dear Bishops Berard and Wayne. Bishop Berard
who invited us and have been always solicitous of our
welfare and also followed by our present bishop,
Bishop Wayne. Our Church brothers and sisters in the
Diocese of Naha who have also been supportive of our
mission sustainability. Our parish priest, Yonabaru
sisters and parish leaders who have been a great help
in all our undertakings. Indigo, the next color
represents Mystical and bridges gap between finite
and infinite. I would like to thank our Okinawan
culture and traditions who have taught me the value of
respecting our ancestors. There i1s a great respect for
people who have gone ahead of us as observed in their
daily life and festivals. The last color is Violet which
symbolizes the highest form of Spirituality. I would
like to thank our loving God who has been faithful to
His Covenant, that He journeys with me and assures
me of His unconditional love. Doumo Arigatou
Gozaimasu.
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