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“Place Your Hope and Trust in God”

by : Bishop Wayne Francis Berndt, OFM Cap.

With the whole world focused on the Corona
Virus pandemic, it may be a little difficult for us to
get into the Easter mood this year. Everyone is
concerned with the health of their family, and is
tearful of the virus spreading among us. Some have
said that it is not possible to celebrate Easter because
we are so afraid. However, I think that if we take
some time to meditate on the Resurrection of the
Lord, we may be able to gain the strength needed to
overcome our fear and see a ray of light.

It is exactly when we are feeling afraid or anxious
that we must trust in the Risen Lord and pray to
him. After Jesus bore the cross, and underwent a
lonely death, he rose on the third day. He bore the
cross for a limited time only. And after that he rose
from the dead. In the same way, the world is now
bearing the weight of a cross called the corona virus.
However, as Jesus was resurrected, I believe that the
day will come when we will overcome the corona
virus.

Pope Francis said the following. “As for the
pandemic caused by the virus, we want to respond
with the universality of prayer, of compassion, of
tenderness. Let us remain united. Let us make our
closeness felt toward those persons who are lonely
and tried. Our closeness to the doctors, the healthcare
workers, nurses, volunteers... Our closeness to the
authorities who must impose stringent measures, but
for our own good. Our closeness to the police, to the
soldiers who try always to keep order on the streets,
to ensure that the things the government asks to be
done for the good of all are implemented. Closeness
to all.”

This year as well, during the Easter Vigil, we will be
welcoming new brothers and sisters to Naha Diocese
through the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism,
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. My heartfelt
congratulations to all of you. You, through participation
in the Pascal Mystery of Jesus death and resurrection,
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have died to the old self, and have been reborn as a
new person. The meaning of being reborn as a new
person is that you have received new life from God;
you have been reborn through the Holy Spirit; and
you have pledged to live your life together with
Christ. St. Paul states that, through Baptism, “if we
have died (to sin) with Christ, we believe that we will
also live with him.” (Romans 6:8)

Let us be careful of one another’s health by taking
care of ourselves as well. Let us pray for the world
which is fearful and anxious. And let us look to the
Resurrected Christ, who gives a light to direct our
steps away from the valley of fear, to the heavenly
gifts of hope and peace.

If we place our hope in God, we will gain the
strength to overcome fear, and we will be able to
believe that after bearing this cross, there will be a
resurrection.

A Blessed Easter to Everyone.
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