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“Let us Walk the Path of Peace Together with Christ”

By: Bp. Wayne Francis Berndt, O.F.M. Cap.

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese,

This year, June 23rd, is the 75™ Anniversary of
the end of the war in Okinawa. Every year on this
day, Irei no Hi, we have an early morning Mass at
Oroku Church, make a pilgrimage to Mabuni,
and then we gather to pray for the victims of war
at the Kompaku no To. This year, in order to
prevent the spread of the corona virus, we have
decided in line with Prefectural Directives, to cancel
the early morning Mass at Oroku and the gather-
ing at Kompaku no To. Instead, we have decided
to have Masses to pray for the repose of the souls
of the victims of war, and to pledge ourselves to
work for peace, at all our churches at 11:00 in the
morning. At 12:00 after the Mass, we will join all
the people of Okinawa in a few moments of silent
prayer for the consolation of the spirits of those
who have died. After this silent prayer, a video
will be shown of Archbishop Takami making an
official proclamation of a Peace Message from the
Bishops’ Conference to mark the 75" Anniversary
of the end of the Pacific War.

Pope Francis when he was interviewed during
a visit to the Auschwitz Concentration Camp said,
“If you turn to war, you are immediately defeated;
the only way to overcome war is to never go to
war in the first place.” These words of the Holy
Father are very well understood by the people of
Okinawa. The first half of the Peace Declaration
of Okinawa Prefecture states the following:

“War indiscriminately destroys

all life

livelihood

culture

history

nature

The last ground battle of the Pacific War was

fought here on this land, Okinawa

Towns and villages burned

Two hundred thousand lives were decimated
An ancient cultural heritage was lost and the
land was scarred

These wounds have not yet healed”

Saint John Paul IT said, “To remember the past
i1s to commit oneself to the future.” To look
squarely at what happened during the Battle of
Okinawa, is our solemn duty not only towards
those who died in the battle, but also it is our duty
to our children and grandchildren.

In the second half of the Peace Declaration of
Okinawa Prefecture, the people of Okinawa, after
stating that their reflections on the war are the
foundation of their declaration, made the following
statement.

“War, this tragedy as our foundation

We Plead to the people of the world

to abandon all nuclear weapons to stop every

war to replace weapons with dialogue

And through love and trust make Earth a peaceful,

green planet

We, the people of Okinawa under the slogan

"Brothers at First Meeting"

wish to make this land a bridge between nations

In a sincere desire for everlasting world peace

we call out this declaration for a peaceful, nuclear-free

Okinawa Prefecture”

On the 75" anniversary of the end of the Pacific
War, let us honor the heartfelt desires of the
Okinawan people by working together with them
for a peaceful world. In order to protect all life, let
us walk the path of peace together with Christ.
May God give eternal rest to all the victims of war
and may He grant peace and prosperity to every-
one in Okinawa and throughout the world.
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