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Jesus the King of our lives

By: Fr Denis Fernandes, OFM Cap.
Parish priest- Maehara Catholic Church

The month of November, liturgically, is very significant. On
November 1, we celebrate the feast of All Saints, November 2, is All
Souls day and on this day we commemorate our dear departed. At
the end of November we conclude the liturgical year with the feast of
Christ the King. Macehara parish is dedicated to Christ the King, so
as a parish community we have an added reason to rejoice, for we
celebrate our patron's day by welcoming our dear bishop. This article 1s an opportunity to reflect
on how Jesus is the king and what he should be for us as Christians.

The feast of Christ the king was instituted by pope Pius XI, in the year 1925. When we
see world history in the 1920's there were many rulers in the world, who claimed themselves
as supreme. These rulers transcended all moral norms, and demanded total obedience from
their citizens. It was against this background of totalitarianism that pope Pius XI picked out
from the mystery of Jesus the elements of his kingship to protest against the thinking of world
leaders.

Worldly king inherits the kingship from his ancestors, he lives in a palace, guards protect
him, servants serve him and he has supreme power and authority in his kingdom. In the life of
Jesus there is nothing to show that he was a king in a worldly sense. He was born as a poor
carpenter’s son, he was laid in a manger which became his cradle. During his public ministry
he moved from place to place serving others and all people had access to him. Jesus himself
claims that his kingdom is not of this world.

All the messianic prophecies in the Old Testament present Jesus as king. At the Annunciation
the angel tells Mary, “David’s throne will be given to him, and his kingdom will have no end”.
When he was born, the Magi came to king Herod and asked, “Where is the one who has been
born as king of the Jews? The Mission of Jesus was to establish the kingdom of God here on
earth. When he began his public ministry he proclaimed, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand,
repent and believe the Gospel”. All his teachings, miracles point to this kingdom. When he
multiplied bread and fed people, they wanted to make him king, but he escaped from their
midst.

Jesus accepted only once the honor of a king when he entered Jerusalem for the last time
to complete his mission. When he was made to stand before Pilate, the judge, Jesus
acknowledged that he is king, but his kingdom does not belong to this world. His fight was
against evil powers namely, sin and death and Jesus by his death on the cross has won over all
these enemies. St Paul stated the reason why he is king, “He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn over all creation, for by him all things were created, things in heaven and on
earth, visible or invisible, whether thrones or powers, or rulers or authorities, all things were
created by him and for him. He is the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he
might have the supremacy (cf Col 1:15, 18). While suffering on the cross, Jesus promised to
the repentant criminal “today you will be with me in paradise”. Thus he has opened the gates
of his heavenly kingdom for all who believe in him. His resurrection from death proves that
he is the victorious king.

Through our faith we have become the citizens of his kingdom. The external sign of
belonging to his kingdom is our baptism. When we accept Jesus as our Savior, we honor him
as our king. The cross is his throne, and the Sermon on the Mount is his rule of law. Our journey
towards this kingdom of heaven has begun with our Christian way of life. We need to give
Jesus control over our lives. Let our hearts become his throne, and may he guide our path, and
lead us to eternal happiness with him forever.
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