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Easter Message from Bp.Wayne

Happy Easter! This year, our church community is filled with joy as we welcome new
brothers and sisters into our midst. I offer my heartfelt congratulations to all who have
been baptized this Easter.

Now I am going to ask you to use your imagination to think about Jesus. Imagine that
Jesus 1s standing in front of you just before you are about to be baptized. What would
he say to you? I will go first using my own imagination. In my imagination, I think that
Jesus would say something like this to me.

"I have always been with you since you were born. I understand everything about you,
every part of your heart. You are so precious to me that I can even count the number of
hairs on your head. I have been close to you, never leaving your side for a second. I
rejoiced when I saw you happy, I cried beside you when you were sad. I shared your
pain; I shed tears for you when you were hurt; I bore your guilt when you were tor-
mented by evil and sin. I know what you are worried about and what you are seeking
deep in your heart. Even now I am quenching the hunger and thirst you have in your
heart for love. Please receive my love through this baptism."

In my imagination, this is what I think that Jesus would say to me. What would Jesus
say to you? Everyone will be a bit different, but all the messages from Jesus would be
special for the person about to be baptized.

All of us who have been baptized have received this kind of love from Jesus. After our
baptism as well, throughout our whole life and beyond, we will continue to receive this
love from Jesus.

So let us once again recall what we experienced when we first encountered the Lord.
Whether it was in infant baptism or in adult baptism, each baptism is a place of encounter
with the Resurrected Lord Jesus. As baptized people, we must not lose sight of the most
important person in our lives. Just as the Lord Jesus rose from the dead after passing
through the darkness of death and suffering on the cross, we are always clothed in the

radiance of a new and eternal life, for each one of us is a part of the mystical body of
Christ.

Having shared in Christ's death and resurrection through Baptism, we can make this
profession of faith with St. Paul: "It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me" (Galatians 2:20).

May God shower you and your family with blessings, love, and peace this Easter!!!

Maligayang Pasko ng Pagkabuhay!
Felices Pascuas CHUC MUNG PHUC SINH
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