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Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese,

Merry Christmas!

“PRINCE OF PEACE” (saian 9:6)

By: Bp. Wayne Francis Berndt, OFM Cap.

As you know, many people while celebrating the birth of Jesus at Christmas also pray for

peace. There is a deep relationship between Jesus and true peace.
“Prince of Peace”.

states that one of the names of Jesus is

In the Book of Isaiah, it
According to the Gospel of Luke,

“In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on High shall break upon us (Jesus
birth) to shine on those who dwell in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way

of peace.”

(Luke 1:78-79). On the night that Jesus was born, a host of angels appeared to the

shepherds who were tending their flocks in the field, and while announcing his birth sang,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

(Luke 2:14).

One of the aims for Naha Diocese this year is to,

recent survey, when people were asked,
replies. Many people responded,
“Having our security protected,”
calmly with the family,”
to live daily life without any worries,”

“What is peace to you?”
“The end of wars and conflicts in the world.” Others said,

“The end of poverty and famine,”
“As a human being to have the basic necessities of life,”
and “The abolition of nuclear weapons.”

“Seek the road to true peace!l”. According to a
they gave the following

“Being able to live
“Being able
Without any

doubt all these answers are important for establishing peace on earth. And it is certain that
all of us have the mission of dealing with these issues in our lives as Christians.
However, when I think about peace, I recall the words of St. Paul to the Ephesians. “In

fact, Christ is our peace.”
will

(Ephesians 2:14). Jesus is the
“guide our feet into the way of peace”

“Prince of Peace” ; our Savior who

. If we base our way of living on the way that

Jesus showed us, then it will become possible not only for us to have peace personally, but to
also help to establish peace in the world. Without Jesus, even if we have hopes for peace in

the world, there is no way that we will be able to fulfill these hopes. Jesus said,
(John 14:6). Let us walk with Jesus on the road to peace.

way, and the truth and the life.”

“ 1 am the

The visit of Pope Francis to Japan was indeed a great grace for us. Let us think deeply about the

theme of the Pope’s visit to Japan,
saying that, “Life is Precious”

“Protect all life”. This theme is very close to the Okinawan
.Let us try to live daily in such a way that we treat each other

and all of creation as a gift from God. I hope that those who attended the Papal services will
share their joy and the Pope’s message with everyone that they meet!
While remembering in our hearts the joy of the Pope’s visit, let us celebrate Christmas this

year, with a spirit of gratitude and hope. Through Christmas Songs like,
, let us join the angels in celebrating the birth of our Savior, the Prince of Peace.

Angels Sing”

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Risen with healing in his wings

“Hark! The Hearld

Light and life to all he brings,
Halil, the Sun of Righteousness!
Halil, the heaven-born Prince of Peacel
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