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2024 Diocesan Aim: “May your Life Shine,
With the Splendor of Holiness,
Like Living Water in a Parched Land”

I want to wish all of you a very Happy New Year!!! I hope that the New Year will be filled with every blessing
from the Lord. May He bless you and your family with good health, happiness, and prosperity.

Every year we pick a Diocesan Aim for the year. For 2024 the Diocesan Aim is: “May your Life Shine, With the
Splendor of Holiness, Like Living Water in a Parched Land”.

Our Diocesan Aim begins with the words, “May your Life Shine,” because there has been so much war and
fighting around the world over the last few years, we thought that it would be good to remind ourselves that life
is a wonderful God-given gift. Not only our individual life but also the life that surrounds us.

As we live our life, we become aware of the need to use all the talents that God has given us. We need to
shine for others!!! The best way to shine is by letting the Holy Spirit gradually make us holy. Yes, holy people
make a difference in the world; they make the world better. If we use all our talents to help other people, and try
to avoid sin by developing our virtues, we could become an instrument of peace, to make the world better for
ourselves and others.

Holy people search for the poor, the oppressed and those who are in need. Like Christ they become, “Living
Water” for those who are in spiritual or physical pain, those who are traveling in a “Parched Land”. They water
the desert in a person’s soul with spiritual gifts like forgiveness, trust, love, faith, and peace. They help to create
new life in people when they are desperate to survive. They become springs of salvation for themselves and for
others.

In other words, the aim for this year is for each of us to recognize the gift of life that we have received from
God. And to let this life shine to its fullest potential in each of us. The best way to let our lives shine is to grow in
holiness. Holiness is to become like Christ in the way that we think, speak, and act. Holiness is a way to become
an oasts for everyone in need, offering the refreshing “Living Water” of Christ.

A good example of a life well lived with the splendor of holiness is our Blessed Mother. When she accepted
to become the Mother of God she must have known that it was not her, but God who would make her worthy of
this calling. And indeed, the holiness of her life still shines as an example for all of us. She remains a source of

“Living Water” for the whole world.

Let us join Mary in praying, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” (Luke 1: 47)
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